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the " worry " and the terrible strain upon his
mental faculties told upon him to a greater extent
than " the uninitiated crowd " would have deemed
possible. He knew his time had come; but,
brave man, he would, and did, ",work on till the
end."
" The first attribute of a good sportsman,9'
said the King after his Ambush n. had won the
Grand National in 1900, "has always been con-
sidered to be neither unduly elated by success nor
dismayed by reverses." This was his own rule
of life, but there were times when the precept
failed to sustain him and he relapsed into one of
his moods. It was, I believe, in one of his.moment-
ary fits of depression, within a year or so of his
death, that he gave utterance to those desponding
thoughts touching the duration of the Monarchy
to which I have referred. These gloomy fore-
bodings may have been prompted by the trend
of political events which are too fresh in the
memories of all to need recapitulation here. As
we know through Vamb&y, and as I further know
from a lifelong friend of King Edward, the Sovereign
" read everything in book and pamphlet form "
concerning his "trade," his " Guild," and we must
not be led astray by anything to the contrary.
It may well be, then, that the King, who really
could read, as well as write, had perused in Sir
Spencer Walpole's " Studies in Biography" certain
Disraelian dicta culled from " Coningsby" and
" Sybil " ; e.g.: " The only way to terminate
class legislation is not to entrust power to classes.